
 

 

SCIENCE AND EVIDENCE PREVAIL IN ECHA AND APVMA DECISIONS ON IMPORTANT  
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL GLYPHOSATE 

16 March 2017 (Canberra) – The independent scientific and evidence-based process has prevailed with both the 
European Chemical Agency (ECHA) and the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 
concluding that glyphosate is not a carcinogen and does not pose a cancer risk to humans. 

“Most significant is that the ECHA conclusion, that glyphosate should not be classified as a substance causing cancer, 
will form the basis of the decision when the European Commission and Member States consider whether to renew the 
approval to use glyphosate as an active substance in pesticides, later this year,” said Mr Matthew Cossey, Chief 
Executive Officer of CropLife Australia.  

“The impact on Australian farmers from an erroneous decision to ban glyphosate in Europe would be far reaching, 
seriously affecting international trade as well as competitiveness. That is why the conclusion by ECHA is so important 
to Australian farming.” 

“In its final report on the matter, the APVMA have also concluded that glyphosate does not pose a cancer risk. Following 
an extensive assessment of the International Agency for Research on Cancer and other recent assessments, the 
APVMA has deemed that the scientific weight-of-evidence indicates that products containing glyphosate are safe to 
use as per the label instructions,” said Mr Cossey. 

“Australia is fortunate to have a highly-regarded, independent, scientifically competent and technically proficient 
regulator that continues to make decisions based on credible science and evidence, not on activist propaganda.” 

The conclusions from both the ECHA and the APVMA are significant and further build on the numerous assessments 
of glyphosate by other regulators around the world including by the Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues, 
the European Food Safety Authority, Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency, the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, and New Zealand’s Environmental Protection Authority. All concluded that 
glyphosate was unlikely to cause cancer in humans. 

“Farmer access to crop protection products directly underpins more than AUD$18 billion of Australia’s crop production. 
Decisions that affect the livelihood of farmers, the ability to produce safe and nutritious food feed and fibre and economic 
performance of the nation should never be based on online myths or the latest activist campaigns,” Mr Cossey 
concluded. 

For more information about both decisions visit the ECHA website and the APVMA website. 
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About CropLife Australia 
CropLife Australia (CropLife) is the peak industry organisation representing the agricultural chemical and biotechnology (plant science) sector in Australia.  CropLife 
represents the innovators, developers, manufacturers and formulators of crop protection and agricultural biotechnology products.  The plant science industry provides 
products to protect crops against pests, weeds and diseases, as well as developing crop biotechnologies that are key to the nation’s agricultural productivity, sustainability 
and food security. The plant science industry is worth more than $17.6 billion a year to the Australian economy and directly employs thousands of people across the 
country. CropLife and its members are committed to the stewardship of their products throughout their lifecycle and to ensuring that human health, environment and trade 
issues associated with agricultural chemical use in Australia are responsibly and sustainably managed. Our member companies contribute more than $13 million a year 
to stewardship activities to ensure the safe and effective use of their products. CropLife ensures the responsible use of these products through its mandatory industry 
code of conduct and has set a benchmark for industry stewardship through programs such as drumMUSTER, ChemClear® and Agsafe Accreditation and Training. Our 
stewardship activities demonstrate our commitment to managing the impacts associated with container waste and unwanted chemicals. 
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